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Gunshot Residue Analysis (GSR) Submission Criteria

SEM is a time‑consuming analysis (each stub can take up to 5 hours of instrument time to analyze and only one sample may be run at a time) so our ability to handle a large volume of casework is reduced. In an attempt to efficiently use limited instrument analysis time, GSR examinations should only be conducted in cases where significant information of value may be obtained. Therefore, as a minimum, all cases should meet the following criteria:

•
It is important to use the kits provided by FDLE or similar kits ordered by your agency since quality control analyses have already been performed on materials from the manufacturer prior to production. This precludes the necessity of running a control sample with every kit thereby delaying your results. If you submit a kit from another manufacturer which contains no control sample, the kit will be returned to you unworked.

•
Fill out the GSR Data Collection sheet contained in the GSR kit completely and submit to the Laboratory with the kit. If you neglect to submit this sheet, you will be contacted for the information before your evidence is analyzed and your results will be delayed.

•
Sample individuals thought to be valid suspects in the case. The best utilization of this examination is in a situation where the suspect claims that he/she has not handled or fired a firearm and then tests positive for GSR.

•
Do not routinely send samples to the Laboratory from victims, of gunshot wounds. A positive GSR analysis tells one that a person has been in an environment containing gunshot residue. Obviously, if a person has been shot, then that person has been in an environment of gunshot residue. GSR analysis does not determine whether or not an individual has discharged a firearm.

•
Do not sample subjects found in the possession of or who are known to have handled a firearm. This analysis cannot distinguish between handling a firearm or cartridge and firing the weapon, thus under these circumstances this test will provide no information of value.

•
Do not sample individuals for "elimination" purposes. Remember that each additional kit can consume up to 20 hours of instrument analysis time.

•
The time interval between shooting and sampling should not exceed 8 hours. Gunshot residue is easily removed from the hands and the likelihood of finding GSR after a time lapse of greater than 8 hours is considered remote.

· Do not sample subjects known to have washed/rinsed their hands or bathed since the alleged shooting incident. Washing or rinsing the hands can be expected to remove essentially all gunshot residue present.

· Do not sample surfaces or materials other than hands. The persistence of GSR on surfaces other than hands is largely unknown. Difficulty in determining persistence on other surfaces precludes association of GSR found with a specific shooting incident, thereby reducing significance of the analysis.

· For further information, please contact the Gunshot Residue Analysis section at the Daytona Beach Crime Laboratory (386) 274‑3829.
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Change of Address for

Gunshot Residue Analysis (GSR) Submissions

•
GSR analysis is now performed at the Daytona Beach Crime Laboratory for all submitting Florida law enforcement agencies.

•
GSR evidence may be submitted at any of the FDLE crime laboratories or sent directly to the Daytona Beach Crime Laboratory by certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, at the following address:

FDLE

Daytona Beach Crime Laboratory

810 Fentress Court, Suite 110

Daytona Beach, Florida 32117

Attention: Evidence Section

For further information, please contact the Gunshot Residue Analysis section at the Daytona Beach Crime Laboratory (386) 274‑3829.

GSR/SEM COLLECTION KIT ORDERING INFORMATION

For quality control reasons, we prefer kits from a single manufacturer. We run blanks or control samples on each lot that Tri‑Tech sends to the state of Florida before shipment, making it unnecessary to run a blank/control sample on every kit sent to the lab. If you have a unique number which we currently haven't run a blank on, we will ask for an unused kit from that batch to run before any other kits from that batch are used in the field.

Kits may be ordered from:

Tri‑Tech, Inc.

4019 Executive Park Blvd. SE

Southport, NC 28461

(1‑800‑438‑7884)

Reorder Number GSR‑SEM(C)   Gunshot Residue Evidence Collection Kits

Unit Price
$88. 00 per case of 10 kits


79.20 per case if ordering 2‑5 cases


74.80 per case if ordering 6 or more cases

Purchase Orders may be faxed to Beth Blevins: FAX # (910) 457‑0094

Kits submitted from other manufacturers may not be suitable for analysis. Do not use a kit from another manufacturer without calling the Laboratory first. GSR Section @ FDLE Daytona Beach Crime Laboratory:

PHONE: (386) 274‑3829 FAX: (386) 274‑3458 We regret that these kits are not the cheapest, but we have found them to be contaminate free and this company has done a good job keeping up with the incredible demand.
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